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CITY OF CORK VOCATIONAL EDUCATION COMMITTEE

COISTE GAIRMOIDEACHAIS CHATHAIR CHORCAI

General Information for Interview Candidates
The City of Cork VEC provides a comprehensive range of education services throughout the Cork City urban area. Our service encompasses Second Level Schools, Further Education Colleges, Adult and Community Education, Literacy Support and Youth Support Services. We invite you to visit www.corkvec.ie for more information on our services. 
Working in partnership with the community and other agencies, national and local, the City of Cork VEC’s vision is of “One Service” that supports, encourages and assists individuals and groups to reach their full potential.

Post Information
The Committee intends to form a panel for the advertised post from which vacancies that may arise in the particular subject during the 2010/2011 academic session will be filled.  All appointments are to the City of Cork VEC in the first instance, however, the initial placement will be to a College in one or more of the sectors below.
It must be noted that subsequent placements will be subject to the needs of the service and the teacher allocation as dictated by the Department of Education and Science.
Further Education Sector

City of Cork VEC has been at the fore-front in the design and delivery of Further Education Programmes over the past twenty years.  The provision of 3 large Colleges, each with a large range of course/programmes, some of which offer progression routes to third level institutions is indicative of the VEC’s commitment to the promotion of further education.   The challenge to the staff and colleges, is to build on what has already been achieved and to continue to be pro-active into the future.
The FE sector is one of evolving change, particularly as the design and delivery of new programmes to provide education and training in developing skills areas is challenging. Responding to changing requirements is a focus for all City of Cork VEC Colleges as they strive to maintain and develop their reputation for innovation in this regard.
The courses provided in City of Cork VEC Colleges are continuously updated and modified to meet the changing conditions of industry and thereby provide the optimum opportunity of securing employment for students.  The majority of these courses are linked with established national professional institutes and students take exams set by the Further Education and Training Awards Council (FETAC) and a number of Professional Institutes.  Students are also provided with opportunities to progress to Higher Education.  The VEC has developed strong links with CIT and UCC for this purpose.

Cork College of Commerce
Cork College of Commerce is the largest Post Leaving Certificate College in Ireland and also the biggest provider of Vocational Preparation and Training courses in the country.   

Cork College of Commerce is located in the centre of Cork City.
Full details of the College and its courses are available on the College website: www.corkcollegeofcommerce.ie
St. John’s Central College

The college is the third largest Further Education (Post Leaving Cert / PLC) college in the country, offering a wide range of courses, predominantly technical / science / computer based.  

St. John’s Central College is located in the centre of Cork City.  
Full details of the College and its courses are available on the College website:
www.stjohnscollege.ie
Colaiste Stiofan Naofa
Coláiste Stiofáin Naofa, College of Further Education has played a leading role in the development of Further Education in Ireland over the past twenty years and offers a wide range of courses with emphasis in the area of engineering, sport and media. 
Coláiste Stiofáin Naofa is located on Tramore Road, Cork.

Full details of the College and its courses are available on the College website: www.csn.ie 

POST PRIMARY SECTOR
City of Cork VEC has a long history in the promotion of second level education in the City.  The provision of two post primary colleges and one Gael Colaiste, with links to our Youthreach services and our Further Education Colleges is indicative of the inclusive approach that is taken by the VEC post primary sector in promoting education and training appropriate to the learning capacity and readiness of all students in its care.
Within the provision for Post-Primary students, Junior Certificate and Junior Certificate Schools Programme are offered, while Leaving Certificate and Leaving Certificate Applied Programmes are available at Senior Cycle.  Transition year is an option in some second level schools.  The City of Cork VEC and the post primary schools are committed to supporting young people in their social and academic development so that each student can reach their full potential.

City of Cork VEC post primary colleges have been drivers of innovation in building an environment to nurture children who have been socially excluded or disadvantaged with the provision of a Behavioural Support Unit and an Autistic Spectrum Disorder Service.
Two of the Colleges also offer Post-Leaving Certificate and Part-time Back to Education Initiative (BTEI) programmes for adults of all ages and are actively involved in building links in the community. 
The following is the names and locations of the Post Primary Colleges, 
· Terence McSwiney Community College, Knocknaheeny

· Nagle Community College, Mahon

· Colaiste Daibheid, Sawmill Street
Full details of the Colleges are available on www.corkvec.ie ;
Youthreach Services 
Four Youthreach Centers operate under the aegis of the City of Cork VEC, each catering for 25 students. Two are based on the Northside of the City (The Glen and Knocknaheeny) and two on the Southside (Mahon and Dean Street). Programmes operate five days per week throughout the academic year. A Summer Programme is also provided focusing on the personal and social development of the student. 
Youthreach programmes cater for 15-20 year old early school leavers, with little or no qualifications and for priority target groups as set down by the Department of Education and Science. The course subjects are learner-centred and experimental with a strong emphasis on achievement and on developing the capacities of the participants. Programmes seek to promote the participants sense of self-worth and identity as well as a pride in their abilities and work.

The programmes on offer include:- 

· Basic Literacy and Numeracy 

· FETAC, Levels 1 to 5 

· Junior Certificate 

· Leaving Certificate Applied 

· ECDL 

· Back to Education Initiative,(BTEI) 

· Fastrack Information Technology,(FIT) 

· Personal and Social Development 

· Summer Programmes 

· Advocacy, Support and Guidance 

A Training Allowance is paid to those attending.  

Cork City Learning Support Service

The City Of Cork VEC assumed responsibility for the operation of Cork City Learning Support Services (formerly St. Francis Training Centre) on 1st April 2000. The Department Of Education and Science approval for this changeover was given on the basis that the Centre will assist in ensuring an integrated area based response to the needs of early school leavers in the area, and that the Centre is networked nationally with Youthreach/ Traveller education provision as appropriate, for purposes of sharing of good practice, participation in in-service training and the implementation of appropriate national certification procedures. Current Department of Education and Science sanction provides for a 60-70 place Centre. 
St. Finbarr’s Senior Traveller Training Centre

St. Finbarr’s Senior Traveller Training Centre is an Education and Training centre for people from the Travelling Community. It caters for a total of 24 full time equivalent students. The Centre is based in Blackpool, in Cork City and operates on principles as outlined in the centres mission statement;
“St. Finbarr’s Senior Traveller Training Centre is an educational environment where all cultures and identities are equally respected. Each student is encouraged and empowered to explore and develop their full potential”. 

More information on any of the above can be found on www.corkvec.ie
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