The 33rd Adult Education & Training Exhibition takes place in 

City Hall, Cork, Tuesday September 7 - Thursday September 9 – admission free 
With free workshops on Tuesday evening & Wednesday afternoon. 

For over 30 years the Cork Adult Education Council (CAEC), supported by Cork City Council and the City of Cork VEC, has organised the annual Adult Education Exhibition in City Hall. This year it takes place from Tuesday September 7 to Thursday September 9 and, as usual, admission is free. 

During more prosperous times many of the courses offered by exhibitors were for leisure and, while many will continue to offer those choices, the Cork Adult Education Council believes that today it is very important to encourage the public to also explore their options for retraining, upskilling, perhaps changing career. 

2010 Exhibition Opening times are:
Tuesday September 7 – 5pm to 9pm

Wednesday September 8  – 1.30pm to 6.30pm 

Thursday September 9 – 5pm  to 9pm.

Free workshops 

Following on their success during last year’s exhibition, workshops have been organised in the Foyer of the Millennium Hall, part of City Hall – they are free and all are welcome to attend.  At them the public can find out how Education & Training are responding to unemployment with short presentations from Cork City Partnership, Local Employment Service, Cork City Enterprise Board, FÁS, City of Cork VEC, the HSE, UCC, CIT, the Employment Resource Centre, Community Development Projects, Cork Volunteer Centre, the Department of Social Protection. 

TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 7 

7.30pm – And now what? 

For those with qualifications or skills thinking of returning to education or training, updating their skills or qualifications, or exploring self employment. 

WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 8 

2.30pm – I’m unemployed – get me out of here! – Where can I go? Who can help me? This session concentrates on retraining, upskilling, rethinking. 

3.30pm – Update & improve your CV 

4.30pm – One for the lads – with a focus on men, but all welcome  – Get out of the house and find.... new opportunities, new skills, gain a qualification to match your experience. 

Background to the exhibition                   

Since 1977 the Cork Adult Education Council has organised the exhibition in Cork City Hall – the only one of its kind in the country. It’s aimed at giving the public the chance to find out about all the learning opportunities available in the Cork area. Many organisations involved in lifelong learning participate, offering a wide range of classes, courses and activities. 

Today many people use the Internet to find information, but there is nothing quite like being able to ask questions and discuss your specific needs face to face with those offering classes and other activities. That helps explain why the exhibition is so popular, year after year. Admission is free, and all are welcome. 

All the statutory education bodies, among them the City of Cork VEC, UCC, CIT, community schools, FÁS, are participating, joined by colleges, organisations & individuals from the private sector, with many voluntary organisations also represented. Between them the exhibitors offer a diverse range of courses and activities to cater for all interests.

Traditionally adult education was identified with leisure time activity. While that is still an important element, adult education or lifelong learning is about much more than that. Cork Adult Education Council believes that adult education & training are crucial if we are going to increase employment, particularly in times of recession. 
By adding a series of workshops during the exhibition, the organisers have enhanced the experience for all those who come along to City Hall from Tuesday September 7 to Thursday September 9. It’s a great opportunity for anyone who has lost their job or is worried about doing so to find out how organisations are responding to increased unemployment – What supports are there? Where do you go to find out how you can return to education or training? Perhaps you are thinking of self-employment– well, where do you start? The public is encouraged to come along and ask questions. 

The exhibition is an opportunity for adults of all ages and from all backgrounds to find out how they can acquire new knowledge, skills and training which can help them find employment and, for some, a new career. 

For more information contact: Tina Neylon City of Cork VEC – 021 490 7143 – 086 603 5552 email: tneylon@corkvec.ie
or 

Eamonn Kirwan of the Cork Adult Education Council - 087 909 2284 

email: eamonnkirwan@hotmail.com
