 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 


                      [image: image2.png]I

AN ROINN

OIDEACHAIS
AGUS EOLAIOCHTA

DEPARTMENT OF

EDUCATION
AND SCIENCE




                               
[image: image3]
The Back to Education Initiative (Part-time Programme) is funded by the Department of Education and Science and part financed
 by the European Social Fund under the National Development Plan 2007-2013
7 November 2008
Application for Back to Education Initiative (Part-time) 2009 – Formal Strand
Applications for 2009 are invited from VECs to participate in the Back to Education Initiative (Part-time) under which flexible and innovatory part-time programmes in Further Education may be provided to young people and adults who are employed, unemployed or not in the labour market.

In order to be eligible for funding proposals must demonstrate compliance with the aims, objectives and guiding principles of the BTEI (Part-time), as set out in the BTEI Guidelines.  An appraisal committee will assess proposals in relation to the outcomes of provision in 2008 and the planning process and programme characteristics of the proposals for 2009.  The appraisal committee will consider the application in conjunction with the information provided in the Course Activity Report 2008 due for submission at end November and the Implementation Report 2008 due for submission at end December.
Points to note:
· The application should be made with reference to the BTEI Guidelines (copy enclosed) and Appendix 1 of this document.
· All information to be provided in the application should have a clear connection with the course proposals for 2009.  Copies of information previously submitted in respect of applications for BTEI (Part-time) budget allocations are not appropriate.
· Only one application form should be returned in respect of the organisation making the application.  This should reflect all the courses proposed in all centres attached to the organisation. 
· Copies of the application form and BTEI Guidelines are available on the Department’s website www.education.ie.

· Queries should be addressed to the Further Education Development Unit, 12 Talbot Street, Dublin 1 -  Tel: 01 878 7144.

· Completed applications which have been authorized by the Chief Executive Officer must only be submitted by email and submitted not later than 5pm on Friday, 12 December 2008 to admin@fedu.ie
Section 1: Contact Details and Declaration

A.
Contact Details

Name of VEC


________________________________________________

Address


________________________________________________





________________________________________________





________________________________________________





________________________________________________

Contact Person

________________________________________________

Telephone No


________________________________________________

Fax No


________________________________________________

Email



________________________________________________

B.
Declaration of behalf of the VEC
I confirm that the details submitted in this application are accurate and I will comply with the principles and criteria set out in the Guidelines for the Back to Education Initiative if approved for funding.
Authorized on behalf of the VEC

   _______________________________________

  




  Chief Executive Officer
Date:




               _______________________________________

Section 2: Supporting Information 2009
The objectives of the supporting information section are to:

· provide an analysis of work undertaken through BTEI (Part-time) in 2008,
· demonstrate how the proposals for 2009 meet the main aim of the initiative, which is to provide opportunities to return to learning for adults to upgrade their skills in line with emerging needs.
2.1 Report 2008
Please provide a comprehensive overview and analysis of BTEI (Part-time) activity delivered in 2008.  This information should reflect on the provision outlined in the Course Activity Report due for submission at end November 2008.  It should include details of the outcomes for participants in terms of completion, certification and progression and reflect the data to be presented on the Implementation Report due for submission at end December 2008.  

The analysis should provide details and an evaluation of the work undertaken in 2008 with reference to:

· programme development, implementation and completion,
· range of locations including new outreach initiatives,
· target groups,
· main achievements and main challenges.
It should also identify any provision which commenced in 2008 and which forms part of the proposals for 2009, in particular provision which is aimed at participants who are progressing towards the achievement of a full award.

2.2 Course Proposals 2009

Please provide an overview of the main types of courses and a rationale for their inclusion in the proposal for 2009.  Please note that it is not necessary to describe in detail every course proposed.  The information to be provided should demonstrate the following:

· Consultation and co-operation with other state agencies, key community and voluntary interests, local and county development initiatives and the specific target groups of the BTEI.  Please ensure that the information provided relates directly to the proposed courses.  It is not necessary to provide detailed lists of all groups and agencies consulted.  The focus should be on the key consultation undertaken and include brief reference to relevant data from local reports or highlight any significant local issues;
· How the needs of target groups are to be addressed and innovative activity proposed to promote the access, participation and progression opportunities of participants with less than upper second level education;
· That priority is given to the provision of integrated packages leading to certification in specific areas rather than the provision of single subjects;
· That priority is given to providing progression opportunities to participants who have already commenced activity, rather than the recruitment of new participants for shorter courses;
· That priority is given to participants with less than upper second level education undertaking courses at FETAC Levels 3 and 4;
· That no more than 30% of intended participants have attained certification at upper second level;

· That the focus is the provision of comprehensive education packages to fewer groups rather than the enrollment of large numbers of participants for limited amounts of provision
· That appropriate supports are put in place for participants through cooperation with the Adult Literacy Service and the Adult Education Guidance Initiative
· That the proposed programmes complement and support other further education provision in the area;
· That proposed programmes offer the optimum geographical spread of courses;
· Evidence of consultation with the County or City Childcare Committee where childcare courses are being proposed at Levels 5 and 6;
· That proposed courses that lead to Level 1 and Level 2 awards are programmes that have been validated by FETAC.

· That all proposed courses lead to certification through the National Framework of Qualifications.

2.3 FETAC Quality Assurance

The Qualifications Act 1999 requires that all providers of further education and training programmes leading to FETAC awards establish procedures to quality assure their programmes and agree these procedures with FETAC.

Please provide a statement to confirm that the applicant organisation is registered with FETAC, have agreed their quality assurance system with FETAC and can offer programmes leading to FETAC awards at Levels 1 to 6 of the National Framework of Qualifications.
All information provided under Section 2 should have a clear relationship with the courses listed in Section 3   It should underpin the complete suite of courses proposed in Section 3 and should not be presented on a course per course basis.  The information presented in this section should not exceed 8 typed pages.

Section 3: Proposed Courses 
Please give details for each location of courses/subject areas proposed for each BTEI (Part-time) group in that location in 2009.  The proposed activity should have a clear relationship with the information presented in Section 2 of this application.  For each location, similar subject areas should be listed together.  This page should be photocopied as required.  Before filling in the details below, please refer to Appendix 1: Guidelines for Completion of Application.
	1. Location (Name of Centre/College AND Address)

	2.

Subject Area
	3.

Certification Body & Level
	4.

No. of Participants to be Targeted
	5.

Group 
	6. 

No. of Teacher Contact Hours 
	7.

No. of BTEI Participant  Contact Hours
	8.

Scheme / Centre
	9.

Target Group

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	
	 
	 

	
	
	 
	 
	 
	
	 
	 

	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	 
	 

	
	
	 Total:
	 Total:
	 Total:
	Total:
	
	


Appendix 1: Guidelines for Completion of Application

General

Please refer to the BTEI (Part-time) Guidelines before completing this application (available at www.education.ie).

Section 2

The information presented in this section should underpin the complete suite of courses proposed in Section 3 and should not be presented on a course per course basis.  The information presented in this section should not exceed 8 typed pages.

Section 3
All courses proposed for each location should be listed together in Section 3.
Please note the following:

Row 1:     State the Location i.e. Name of Centre/Scheme and Address of proposed courses/subject areas.

Column 2:State the subject area to be provided, listing like subject areas together as shown in completed sample form attached.  Please note that detail on the                     different modules to be offered within a particular subject area is not required at this stage: for example, the term ‘Basic Education’ may be used for courses  up to FETAC Levels 1, 2 & 3 offering Communications, Maths, ICT & Personal Development or  ‘General Education’ may be used to denote a single or        combination of subjects at Leaving Certificate Level.  

Column 3: State name of body providing certification and level at which certification will be offered.

Column 4: State the total number of participants for the course presented in Column 2.

Column 5: Insert number 1 in this column for each group for whom provision is proposed. Where a group commenced in 2008 and are continuing activity,

                 please also insert the letter ‘C’.

Column 6: State the total number of Teacher Class Contact Hours (tuition hours) in respect of course shown in Column 2.

Column 7: State the total number of BTEI Participant Contact Hours in respect of the total number of participants shown in Column 4.
Column 8: State type of centre / scheme where delivery will take place, using codes listed in Table 1 below.

Column 9: State the target group to whom course will be provided, using codes listed in Table 2 below.

Please provide the total of Columns 4, 5, 6 and 7.  Where more than one Section 3 page is being submitted, please provide a sub-total for each page

 and an overall total in respect of these columns.

	Table 1:   Codes for Centres / Schemes
	
	   Table 2:   Codes for Target Groups
	

	  Further Education College
	FEC
	
	  One-Parent Family
	OPF
	  Disadvantaged Men
	   DM
	 

	  Further / Adult Education Centre
	FAEC
	
	  Early School Leavers
	EL
	  Disadvantaged Women
	   DW
	 

	  V.T.O.S.
	VTOS
	
	  Travellers
	T
	  In Work
	   IW
	 

	  Adult Literacy Scheme
	ALS
	
	  Unemployed
	UN
	  Mixed
	   M
	 

	  Youthreach
	YR
	
	  Persons with a Disability
	DS
	
	
	 

	  Senior Traveller Training Centre
	STTC
	
	  Substance Misusers
	SM
	  Where there is a mix of up to four target 

  groups identified, the relevant codes may be 

  listed.  Where there is a mix of more than four 

  target groups identified, please record as M

	  Community & Comprehensive School
	CC
	
	  Second Language Speakers
	ESOL
	

	  Secondary School
	SS
	
	  Homeless
	HL
	

	  Special School
	SPS
	
	  Ex-offenders
	EXO
	

	  Community Location
	CL
	
	  Rural
	R
	

	  Other
	O
	
	
	
	



Completed Sample of Section 3 – Proposed Courses
Please give details by location of courses/subject areas proposed for each group under the Back to Education Initiative (Part-time Programme) in 2009.  The proposed activity should have a clear relationship with the information presented in Section 2 of this application.  For each location, similar subject areas should be listed together.
	1. Location (Name of Centre/College AND Address)   XXX College of Further Education, XXX Town

	2.

Subject Area
	3.

Certification Body & Level
	4.

No. of Participants to be Targeted
	5.

Group 
	6. 

No. of Teacher Contact Hours 
	7.

No. of BTEI Participant  Contact Hours
	8.

Scheme / Centre
	9.

Target Group

	Basic Education
	FETAC Level 3
	10
	1
	80
	800
	CL
	EL/DW

	Childcare
	FETAC Level 3
	10
	1
	80
	800
	FEC
	UN

	Childcare
	FETAC Level 4
	15
	1
	160
	2400
	FEC
	UN

	 Communications
	FETAC Level 5
	 12 
	1C
	80
	960
	FEC
	OPF

	 

	 XXX Adult Education Centre, XXX Town

	 General Education
	 DES Leaving Certificate (Ordinary)
	 10
	 1C
	 200
	2000
	 FAEC
	OPF

	 General Education
	 DES Leaving Certificate (Ordinary)
	 12
	 1
	 200
	2400
	 FAEC
	 OPF

	Food and Nutrition
	FETAC Level 3
	10
	1
	60
	600
	FAEC
	T

	

	 XXX VTOS Centre, XXX Town

	 Communications
	FETAC Level 5
	 12
	 1
	 80
	960
	 VTOS
	 EL

	 

	XXX Community Centre, XXX Village

	Computer Applications
	FETAC Level 3
	10
	1
	60
	600
	CL
	DM

	TOTAL
	101 
	 9
	1000 
	11,520
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